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President’s Message 
James J. Lafferty 

 
As we begin the third quarter of 2026, it's hard to believe 

we're already halfway through the year. It seems like 
just yesterday we were making plans for the months 
ahead, and now we're reflecting on all that has been 

accomplished. 
 

One of the biggest milestones this year has been our 
successful transition from Fort Belvoir to Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center. The change has been 

remarkably smooth and trouble-free. One aspect of this 
transition that we especially appreciate is the opportunity 

to now serve participants from every branch of the 
United States Armed Forces. While our Fort Belvoir 

participants were all members of the U.S. Army, Walter 
Reed allows us to welcome heroes representing every 

branch of our military. 
 

During the second quarter, Warrior Weekend proudly 
completed three four-day getaways to Rehoboth Beach, 

Delaware; Chincoteague, Virginia; and Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. A total of 40 wounded, ill, or injured 

service members and their family members participated 
in these memorable weekends. 

 
Each destination offered a variety of activities, but the 
schedule remained intentionally flexible. Families were 
encouraged to choose how they wanted to spend their 
time—whether exploring the local attractions or simply 
enjoying uninterrupted time together away from the 

demands of military service and medical treatment. Many 
chose to reconnect with their loved ones, and that has 
always been one of the primary goals of our program. 

 
The only scheduled events are the meals we provide, 

where families come together to share experiences, build 
friendships, and support one another. These gatherings 
create a unique opportunity for military families facing 

similar challenges to connect in a relaxed and welcoming 
environment. 

None of this would be possible without you—the 
supporters of the Warrior Weekend Program. Your 

generosity, kindness, and compassion make every one of 
these weekends possible. Because of your continued 

support, we are able to give these American heroes and 
their families a chance to rest, recharge, and create 

lasting memories together. 
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Our Board members, volunteers, and supporters receive 
no financial compensation. Our reward is far greater: 

seeing the smiles on the faces of these courageous service 
members and their families. Knowing that your generosity 
brings moments of joy and hope during a difficult chapter 

in their lives is truly priceless. 

To date, Warrior Weekend has provided **129 weekend 
getaways** for our nation's heroes and their families. 

Medical professionals continue to tell us that these 
weekends play an important role in the healing and 
recovery process by strengthening family bonds and 

providing much-needed emotional respite. 

On behalf of everyone at Warrior Weekend, thank you for 
believing in our mission and for making a lasting 

difference in the lives of those who have sacrificed so 
much for our country. Your support continues to bring 
hope, healing, and cherished memories to America's 

heroes. 

The Heart of Our Work 
Everyone involved in this program is a volunteer. Our 

reward is simple but profound: the smiles on the faces of 
the heroes and families we serve. Thank you for giving us 
the privilege of bringing a little sunshine into their lives. 

James J. Lafferty, President  Scott Underkoffler, VP   
Joe Green, VP     Karen Marvel, Treasurer     Beth McGinn, 
Secretary   Katie McGinn  June & Hack Jones  Buddy Clark      

Garth Miller     Paul Zambito  Tom Dahl 
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Recognizing Our Second‑Quarter 2026 

Donors 

 

We extend heartfelt gratitude to the following supporters 
for their contributions during the second quarter of 2026: 

Steve and Victoria Hoff, Humboldt, Nebraska 

Amvets Post #2, Long Neck Delaware 

American Legion Post 28, Millsboro, Delaware 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 24 Dagsboro, Delaware 

Heritage Shores Military Club, Bridgeville, Delaware 

Wilfredo Perez Jr. Memorial Fund, Miton, Delaware 

Mr. Maurice Sanger, Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 

NFL Film Studios, Mount Laurel, NJ 

Holcomb Transportation, Bellmawr, New Jersey 

Daisey Island Cruises, Chincoteague, Virginia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION   

Warrior Weekend Corp. 

PO Box 63 

Harbeson, DE 19951 

www.warriorweekend.net 

FB: Warrior Weekend Program 
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PHILADELPHIA TRIP - JUNE 5, 6, 7 & 8, 2026 

STAFF SERGEANT BERNADO GUDINO 

The hotel was in a fantastic location. It was 
surrounded by so many places to explore. The 

itinerary was well thought out and provided the 
perfect balance of planned activities and free time. 

The food throughout the weekend was outstanding. 
MY family and I generally enjoyed every meal we had 

throughout the stay.  

Overall, our experience was excellent. Scott and Joe 
did a remarkable job making everyone feel like family 

from the moment we arrived. My kids especially 
enjoyed all the activities in and around the hotel. Even 
though the hotel didn’t have a pool, they had so much 
fun exploring and participating in everything that was 
planned that they completely forgot about the pool.  

Scott and Joe did a great job keeping everyone 
engaged, creating memorable experiences and making 
sure we had the opportunity to get out and enjoy the 

city. We truly had a wonderful weekend and are 
grateful for all the effort that went into making it such 

a special experience. 

CHINCOTEAGUE TRIP - MAY 14, 15, 16 & 17, 2026 

SERGEANT GLORIA TENNANT 

The hotel was perfect; there were no issues. The boat 
tour was my favorite part and I Iiked that the 

sandwiches were provided. I loved this town and the 
things it had to offer. I also loved that everything was 
basically in walking distance. I like how you guys also 
gave us time to ourselves to do as we pleased so we 

didn’t feel smothered the entire time. I also loved the 
ice cream! The restaurants were amazing. All the 
people I encountered over this weekend were so 

welcoming. If I had to add anything (which I wouldn’t) 
it would be a beach day which would also give more 
opportunities for photos. I also really appreciate the 

money for gas and tolls. Thank you for this get away, it 
was much needed. 

 

Daisey’s Island Cruises  

 

 

The following comments, written by the troops, from the three 
trips of the second quarter will give you an idea as to what these 
weekends mean to these heroes and their families. 

REHOBOTH TRIP - APRIL 16,17, 18 & 19, 2026 

PETTY OFFICER LAURA KIRKLAND-PITT 

Warrior Weekend was truly an incredible experience. The hotel 
was in a perfect location and felt so comfortable – it really set the 
tone for a relaxing and enjoyable stay. Dinner at the Amvets was 
such a highlight. The food was absolutely delicious but made it 

even more special was the atmosphere. We had a chance to meet 
so many amazing people, and everyone was so welcoming and 

friendly – it felt like an instant community. Lunch at the restaurant 
was just as impressive and friendly, with huge portions that left us 

completely full and satisfied.  

One of the surprises was being invited to the American Legion 
Post for karaoke night. We had such a carefree and fun time – 

these are the kind of moments that really stick with you. I 
honestly don’t mind not having a packed schedule of events. It 
gave me the freedom to truly enjoy quality time with my kids at 
our own pace while still connecting with the group during meals 

and shared moments. That balance made the weekend even more 
meaningful. We spent time on the beach and boardwalk, just 

soaking it all in and making memories together. 

 And the gift cards to Lefty’s were such a fun bonus – we had an 
absolute blast there! I genuinely had a hard time getting the kids 
to leave because we were all having so much fun. Overall, it was 
the perfect mix of relaxation, connection and joy. I’m so grateful 

for the opportunity to step away from everyday life, be fully 
present with my family, and simply enjoy ourselves. It was a 

weekend I’ll truly cherish. Thank you so much!! 

MASTER SERGEANT LUCRETIA LAYSMITH 

"The weekend was great! The arrangements were more than was 
expected. When I was authorized to attend, I received a phone call 

right away. I felt important and you made me feel like I was the 
only one who existed. The Amvets Post 2 had the best customer 

service.  

I can’t thank them enough. I have never experienced such great 
hospitality. The Zogg's bar and grill was amazing. The great thing is 
I just showed up and didn’t have to worry about anything. Words 

can’t express how grateful I am. My family and I thank you so 
much. On a scale of 1-10, this is a 10+. I appreciate you all." 
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2026 TRIP PHOTOS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


